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cease and the vessel must proceed to
port.

(4) At any time when fishing in the
Gulf of Mexico, operators of vessels for
which Charter/Headboat category per-
mits have been issued under this part
may not fish for, catch, retain or pos-
sess bluefin tuna except that large me-
dium and giant Atlantic bluefin tuna
taken incidental to fishing for other
species may be retained subject to the
annual vessel limit and reporting re-
quirement for non-commercial take of
large medium or giant Atlantic bluefin
tuna as specified in paragraph (d)(2) of
this section. Once the applicable catch
limit for large medium or giant bluefin
tuna is possessed or retained under the
Angling category quota, fishing by per-
sons aboard Charter/Headboat category
vessels must cease and the vessel must
proceed to port.

[57 FR 32921, July 24, 1992, as amended at 59
FR 17726, Apr. 14, 1994; 60 FR 38513, July 27,
1995; 61 FR 30187, June 14, 1996; 62 FR 30745,
June 5, 1997; 62 FR 38941, July 21, 1997]

§ 285.25 Purse seine vessel require-
ments.

(a) Mesh size. Any owner or operator
of a vessel with a permit issued under
§ 285.21(b) conducting a directed fishery
for Atlantic bluefin tuna with nets,
other than a trap net, must use a purse
seine net with a mesh size equal to or
smaller than 4.5 inches in the main
body (stretched when wet) and which
has at least 24-count thread throughout
the net.

(b) Exemption. The Director may ex-
empt any person from the mesh restric-
tions in paragraph (a) of this section if
it is determined that the net sought to
be exempted will not result in signifi-
cant injury or mortality to Atlantic
bluefin tuna which are encircled by the
net but manage to escape.

(c) Inspection. Any owner of a purse
seine vessel with a permit issued under
§ 285.21(b) must request an inspection of
the vessel and fishing gear by an en-
forcement agent of NMFS before com-
mencing any fishing trip that may re-
sult in the harvest of any regulated
species and before offloading any At-
lantic bluefin tuna. The vessel owner
must request such inspection at least
24 hours before commencement of a
fishing trip and offloading by calling

508–563–5721 or 508–281–9261. Purse seine
vessel owners must have each large me-
dium and giant bluefin tuna in their
catch weighed, measured, and the in-
formation recorded on the landing card
required under § 285.28(a) at the time of
offloading and prior to transporting
said tuna from the area of offloading.

(d) Vessel allocations. (1) Owners or op-
erators of vessels for which a Purse
seine permit has been issued under
§ 285.21(b) must apply for an allocation
of Atlantic bluefin tuna from the
quotas specified in § 285.22. The owner
or operator must apply for this alloca-
tion in writing to the Regional Direc-
tor by April 15 and must specify the
particular size class or classes of At-
lantic bluefin tuna for which the vessel
will fish. The owner or operator must
supply documentation of the vessel’s
stockholders, owners, partners, or asso-
ciation structure.

(2) The Regional Director will review
applications for allocations of Atlantic
bluefin tuna on or about May 1, and
will make equal allocations of the
available size classes of Atlantic
bluefin tuna among vessel owners so
requesting. Such allocations are freely
transferable, in whole or in part,
among purse seine vessel permit hold-
ers. Any purse seine vessel permit hold-
er intending to land bluefin tuna under
an allocation transferred from another
purse seine vessel permit holder must
provide written notice of such intent to
the Regional Director 3 days before
landing any such bluefin tuna. Such
notification must include the transfer
date, amount (mt) transferred, and the
permit numbers of vessels involved in
the transfer. Trip or seasonal catch
limits otherwise applicable under
§ 285.24(c) are not altered by transfers
of bluefin tuna allocation. Purse seine
vessel permit holders who, through
landing and/or transfer, have no re-
maining bluefin tuna allocation may
not use their permitted vessels in any
fishery in which Atlantic bluefin tuna
might be caught.

(3) Purse seine vessel owners may
apply to the Regional Director to per-
manently consolidate vessel permits
issued under § 285.21(b). Upon approval
of consolidation by the Regional Direc-
tor, the Atlantic tuna permit(s) of the
transferring vessel(s) will be cancelled,
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and the holder of the consolidated per-
mit is authorized to apply for alloca-
tions of Atlantic bluefin tuna commen-
surate with the number of consolidated
permits. Purse seine vessel owners who
cancel their permit by means of con-
solidation must not fish their vessel in
any fishery in which Atlantic bluefin
tuna might be caught.

(e) Transfer at sea. Purse seine vessel
owners or operators may transfer large
medium and giant Atlantic bluefin
tuna at sea from the net of the catch-
ing vessel to another permitted purse
seine vessel provided the amount trans-
ferred does not cause the receiving ves-
sel to exceed its annual vessel alloca-
tion as modified by authorized trans-
fers. Such at-sea transfers are author-
ized only between purse seine vessels
permitted under § 285.21 and not to buy
boats permitted under § 285.28.

[50 FR 43400, Oct. 25, 1985, as amended at 57
FR 32923, July 24, 1992; 58 FR 45292, Aug. 27,
1993; 60 FR 38514, July 27, 1995; 61 FR 30187,
June 14, 1996]

§ 285.26 Size classes.

Total curved fork length will be the
sole criterion for determining the size
class of whole (head on) Atlantic
bluefin tuna. For this purpose, all
measurements must be taken in a line
tracing the contour of the body from
the tip of the upper jaw to the fork of
the tail, which abuts the ventral side of
the pectoral fin and the ventral side of
the caudal keel. For any Atlantic
bluefin tuna found with the head re-
moved, it is deemed, for purposes of
this subpart, that the tuna, when
caught, fell into a size class in accord-
ance with the following formula: Total
curved fork length equals pectoral fin
curved fork length multiplied by a fac-
tor of 1.35. The pectoral fin curved fork
length will be the sole criterion for de-
termining the size class of a beheaded
Atlantic bluefin tuna. For this purpose,
all measurements must be taken in a
line tracing the contour of the body
from the ventral side of the pectoral
fin to the fork of the tail, which abuts
the ventral side of the caudal keel.
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